
ENERGY
EFFICIENCY:

REBATES AVAILABLE FOR ENERGY EFFICIENCY PURCHASES. SEE PAGE 3.

Dishwasher Efficiency Tip: 
Air dry clean dishes to save 

energy. If your dishwasher 
does not have an automatic 

air-dry switch, turn off the 
dishwasher after the final 

rinse and prop the door 
open slightly so the dishes 

will dry faster.
Source: U.S. Dept. of Energy
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  What do you do when you  
have a historic landmark in your 
downtown that harkens back to 
days of grandeur and seems to 
cry out for a little...okay, a lot of  
TLC?
  Well, if you live in Fairfax, 
Oklahoma, you roll up your 
sleeves and dive in....even if the 
vision of restoration seems far 
beyond your means.
  Renovation of Fairfax’s Tall 
Chief Theater began 15 years 
ago and has recently taken on 
new life. Operating under the 
guidance of the Fairfax Com-
munity Foundation, volunteers 
are taking one step at a time 
in hopes of seeing an eventual 

“dream come true”!
  Today the Fairfax Commu-
nity Foundation is under the 

leadership of Carol and Joe 
Conner.  In early February, the 
foundation hosted an art market 
in a recently renovated front 
room of the theatre, located to 
one side of the theatre’s interior  
entrance and ticket booth. The 
space was last used as a barber 
shop. The event not only stirred 
excitment for the art market, but 
once again for the “what could 
be” of a treasure hidden in plain 
view on North Main.
  “It was about a year ago 
when I was offered a tour of 
the building,” said Carol Con-
ner, who is editor of the Fairfax 
Chief newspaper. “It was mind 
boggling to see first hand what 
was behind those walls! It’s re-
ally something special!”
PLEASE TURN TO PAGE 2

Art dances its way into Fairfax’s
Historic Tall Chief Theatre

An art market held Feb. 4 (paintings pictured at top) welcomed hundreds of 
guests to a freshly renovated portion of the Tall Chief Theatre in downtown 
Fairfax.  PHOTOS BY NATASJA KEMP
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  Built in 1928 by Alex Tall 
Chief, history recounts the 
building first using its spacious 
stage to accommodate vaude-
ville acts, and was a large the-
atre for a small town. 
  Some may assume the the-
atre was named for the famed 
American Indian ballerinas, 
Maria and Marjorie, but if their 
presence ever graced the Tall 
Chief stage, it was when they 
were young girls, Conner said, 
remembering a favorite quote 
of Maria Tall Chief who said 
she always knew she was a star, 
because her name was in lights 
in downtown Fairfax! Maria Tall 
Chief was considered Ameri-
ca’s first major prima ballerina, 
and was the first Native Ameri-
can to hold the rank.

  Designed in 
a commercial 
theme the struc-
ture had limited 
ornamentation, 
but still main-
tained a stylish 
look. Renova-
tion in the out-
set included a 
new roof. Addi-
tional work has 
included electrical and heating 
and cooling. But, the biggest 
hindrance to complete renova-
tion at this time is plumbing, 
which Conner said has a size-
able price tag attached. 
  The theatre itself seats 850 
people. There are seats in 
place, but not the original. 
Plaster has been taken down, 

leaving studs in 
need of drywall. 
Plaster removal 
in other parts 
of the structure 
have revealed 
appealing walls 
of brick. Con-
ner said beauti-
ful curved stair-
cases lead to a 
partially rebuilt 

balcony. The stage has been 
worked on as well as the the-
atre’s interior walls.
  Conner anticipates the next 
step being the renovation of an-
other front room of the theatre, 
which once housed the local 
police department.
  She hopes utilizing these 
small spaces for events such 
as February’s Art Market will 
continue to draw interest to the 
renovation of the theatre.
  While donations from com-
munity members have been 
appreciated, Conner said pri-
mary donations to the refur-
bishing of the Tall Chief The-
atre came when her husband 
contacted the Osage Casinos. 
“We appreciate what they’ve 
done for us and we hope for a 
beneficial, ongoing relationship 
with them,” she said.
  Circumstances didn’t allow 
visitors to the Art Market to see 
the actual theatre, so Conner 
scheduled a public tour of the 

Tall Chief in mid-February to al-
low people to see beyond the 
front rooms.  
  As for the continuation of the 
Art Market and other events at 
the theatre, Conner is certain.
  The Feb. 4 event featured 
local Fairfax artists Laurelei 
Thompson (beadwork, jew-
elry), Dusty Eaves (paintings), 
Marie Martin (ribbon work, 
shawls, beadwork, pillows) 
and Bill Hickey (turquoise jew-
elry, native craft supplies). Luke 
Wassom of Barnsdall demon-
strated finger weaving. Also 
popular were Cora Hickey’s 
meatpies and Carolyn Wedd’s 
cinnamon rolls. 
  Conner said the crowd at 
the Art Market also shopped 
around at other local stores. 
“That was our goal — to draw a 
crowd to the theatre that would 
also benefit the community in 
other ways,” she said.
  “The work of all those com-
munity members in the past 
who got the Tall Chief Theatre 
to the point it is now is greatly 
admired by all of us,” Conner 
wrote in a recent edition of The 
Fairfax Chief. “Volunteer efforts 
kept the building from failing.”
  Conner sees much more to 
be done to get the Tall Chief 
ready for larger happenings. 
She said, “Only continuing sup-
port from the community will 
make that happen!”

Art Dances Into Theatre Continued from page 1

A front room of the Tall Chief Theatre provides space for an Art Market in downtown Fairfax in early February, more events are planned.

Visitors shop beadwork and jewelry at Fairfax’s Art Market.
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Rebates Promote Energy Efficiency 
-Program Continues Thru 2017-

  Indian Electric Cooperative 
continually focuses on keeping 
electricity cost as low as possible 
for our members. The Coopera-
tive’s goal to delay the construc-
tion of new power plants is sup-
ported by two rebate programs.  
  The Energy Star rebate pro-
gram encourages members to 
use energy efficient appliances.   
  The Business Lighting Pro-
gram provides commercial, in-
dustrial, school and agricultural 
cooperative business members a 
high-efficiency lighting program.
  Both Energy Star rebate and 
Business Lighting programs con-
tinues through 2017. 

ENERGY STAR 
REBATE  PROGRAM:

  Rebate requests must be sub-
mitted to Indian Electric Cooper-
ative within 90 days of purchase 
and meet all proof of purchase, 
installation and program require-
ments.
  “We would caution members 
to consult the website or con-
tact Member Services, before 
purchasing to confirm appliance 

eligibility and rebate amounts 
if they plan to file for a rebate 
from IEC,” said Clara Eulert. The 
purchase and installation of the 
following items qualify an IEC 
member for a rebate:
  Electric Water Heater - $50. 
Unit must be 40 gallons or larger 
and have an efficiency rating of 
.90 or higher. Limit two (2) per 
member address. No rebates will 

be given for replacement of tank-
less or gas water heaters.  Used 
equipment does not qualify for a 

rebate.  If the new unit replaces 
an existing water heater, the effi-
ciency rating of the old unit must 
be less than 0.9 efficiency.
  Room Air Conditioner - $50. 
Applies to the purchase of any 
new Energy Star window or 
through the wall unit (for new 
or replacement unit). Limit one 
(1) per member address.  Used 
equipment does not qualify for a 
rebate.
  Ground Source Heat Pump in-
cluding the inside unit and loop 
installed by a certified dealer - 
$750 per ton. Energy Star Plus 2 
rated (19.1 EER). Limit one (1) 
rebate per member address. 
  Used equipment does not 
qualify for a rebate.   Rebates are 
limited to 50 tons commercial 
and 10 tons residential per facil-
ity. Electric or fossil fuel backup 
heat will be allowed for ground 
source heat pumps.
  Available for: new home or 
building construction, replace-
ment of electric resistance heat, 
replacement of existing natural 
gas or propane heating system, 
replacement of an existing central 
air conditioner or Dual-Fuel heat 
pump.
  Replacement of the Indoor 
Ground Source Heat Pump 
Unit Only installed by a cer-
tified dealer - $150 per ton. 
Replacement of the heat pump 
(compressor) unit must be a gain 

of 3 EER rating points and meet 
the 19.1 EER system require-
ments. Limit one (1) rebate per 
member address.  Used equip-
ment does not qualify for a re-
bate. 
  Air Source Dual-Fuel Heat 
Pump installed by a certified 
dealer  - $150 per ton. Energy 
Star Plus 2 rated (16.5 SEER). 
The Dual-Fuel heat pump must 
have an automatic thermostat 
control and have a backup unit 
of natural gas, propane or fuel 
oil supplemental heating system.  
Limit one (1) rebate per member 
address.
  Available for: new home or 
building construction, replace-
ment of existing electric resis-
tance heat, replacement of an 
existing Dual-Fuel heat pump.  
Used equipment does not qualify 
for a rebate.
  Air Source MiniSplit Heat 
Pump installed by a certified 
dealer - $150 per ton. Energy 
Star Plus 2 rated (16.5 SEER). 
Minisplit units with backup elec-
tric resistant heat are not eligible 
for a rebate. Limit one (1) re-
bate per member address.  Used 
equipment does not qualify for a 
rebate.
  Available for: new home or 
building construction, replace-
ment of existing electric resis-
tance heat, replacement of an 
existing Dual-Fuel heat pump.

  Air Source Heat Pump with 
Electric Backup Heat installed by 
a certified dealer - $150 per ton.  
Energy Star 16 SEER heat pump 
with electric backup. Limit one 
(1) rebate per member address.
Available for: new home con-
struction or replacing resistance 

heat.
  Energy Star Rebate offers, eli-
gibility criteria and rebate forms 
are available online at www.
iecok.com/rebates or from ei-
ther IEC office. Rebate applica-
tions can be mailed to IEC, P.O. 
Box 49, Cleveland, OK 74020. 
Please allow 6 - 8 weeks for pro-
cessing. The rebate check will be 
mailed to the IEC member.

BUSINESS LIGHTING 
PROGRAM:

  An incentive rebate will be 
provided to commercial, indus-
trial, schools and agriculture 
cooperative business members 
who reduce their lighting energy 
usage by installing new, qualified 
energy efficient lighting fixtures 
and bulbs.  Rebate dollars are for 
lighting fixtures and bulbs, not for 
the labor to install or the miscel-
laneous equipment needed for 
installation. Eligible new lighting 
equipment includes:
  •Fluorescent T-5 and T-8 light-
ing systems with electronic bal-
lasts,
  •2-piece compact fluorescent
bulbs and fixtures (screw in bulbs 
are not eligible)
  •Light emitting diodes (LED) 
bulbs and fixtures
  •LED exit signs
  •Other technologies listed in 
the new lighting rebate tables
  Rebate amounts are based on 
CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE
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  A wealth of research shows that starting each morning with a nutri-
tious breakfast delivers benefits throughout the day. If you’re pressed 
for time or simply need to mix up your morning routine, put a fresh spin 
on a time-saving favorite by making a smoothie bowl.
  Smoothie bowls typically have a thicker consistency than traditional 
smoothies, and according to a recent study in the “American Journal of 
Clinical Nutrition,” the thicker the smoothie, the more full you will feel.
  “I love smoothie bowls because they are a satisfying way to get a ton 
of nutrition in first thing in the morning,” said Carolyn Brown, a regis-
tered dietitian and nutritionist at Foodtrainers in New York City. “You 
can add in healthy ingredients that you might not be able to eat on a 
daily basis like spinach, basil, mint, cinnamon, nut butters or avocado.”
  Add texture, such as a crunchy topping like goodnessknows snack 
squares. These gluten-free snacks are crafted with the goodness of 
whole nuts, real fruits and toasted oats, with no artificial colors, flavors 
or sweeteners. One individual, two-bite square contains only about 40 
calories.  
  Find out more about how doing a little good for yourself can go a 
long way at goodnessknows.com.  (Family Features)

Apple Pie Smoothie Bowl
Recipe courtesy of Anna Luther 
   of My Life and Kids 
Smoothie
1/2 	 cup Greek yogurt
1 	 frozen banana
1/2 	 cup unsweetened applesauce 
1/4 	 cup raw oats
1/2 	 cup milk  (or alternative)
1 	 tablespoon cinnamon
1 	 tablespoon vanilla
	 honey, to taste (optional)
Toppings
  Diced apples, Shaved almonds, Cin-
namon, goodnessknows apple almond & 
peanut dark chocolate snack squares
  In blender, mix all smoothie ingredi-
ents until smooth. Add honey to increase 
sweetness, if desired. Add toppings.
Oatmeal Banana 
Smoothie Bowl
Courtesy of Alison Ray of So Chic Life
2/3 	 cup rolled oats 
1/2 	 cup full fat coconut milk
1 	 tablespoon chia seeds
1/2 	 tsp vanilla extract 
                  sea salt
1/2 	 2 percent milk (or alternative)
1	 small banana (or 1/2 cup
                    unsweetened applesauce)
	 goodnessknows snack squares
                  grated coconut, to taste
  Mix together oats, coconut milk, chia 
seeds, vanilla and pinch of salt. Cover and 
place in refrigerator at least 30 minutes, or 
overnight to help flavors soak in.
  In blender or food processor, combine 
oat mixture with remaining milk and half 
of the banana (or applesauce). Blend until 
smooth and creamy.
  Pour creamy oats into bowl, and top 
with snack squares, coconut and slices of 
remaining banana half.
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kilowatt-hours saved and will be 
calculated by Indian Electric upon 
receipt of a completed application. 
  Eligibility Criteria:
  •Must   be a member of Indian 
Electric Cooperative (only com-
mercial/industrial schools and ag-
riculture classes of customers are 
included).
  •A separate application form 
must be completed for each instal-
lation site.
  •Only applicants that have 
greater than 10 bulbs or fixtures 
qualify.
  •The maximum rebate for each 
member is $30,000 per year.  
Multiple schools in a district can 
receive a lighting rebate, up to 
$30,000.  
  Rebate Requirements:
  1. Members will contact Indian 

Electric, Clara Eulert (918) 295-
9558,  to discuss the program and 
obtain the lighting rebate applica-
tion.
  2. Using the lighting program 
application and lighting tables, 
a walk through is conducted to 
verify existing lighting which is re-
corded on the application along 
with information on the member’s 
business.  The walk through may 
be performed by a trusted vendor, 
or the member.  
  3. Members and/or their select-
ed lighting vendors will complete 
the new lighting section of the ap-
plication.
  4. The member will send the 
completed application to Clara 
Eulert, IEC, to verify calculations, 
estimate energy savings and re-
ceive approval for member to pur-

chase lighting fixtures/bulbs.
  5. When the approved lighting 
has been installed, the member 
will send a copy of the application, 
specification sheets and receipts to 
Indian Electric Cooperative, Attn: 
Clara Eulert, for reimbursement by 
check.
  6. Indian Electric will perform a 
walk-through to verify new lighting 
installation.
  7. Indian Electric will mail the 
rebate check to the member.
  8. The Installing Lighting Ven-
dor is responsible for appropriate 
disposal of replaced fixtures/bulbs.
  Contact Clara Eulert, IEC Mem-
ber Relations 918-295-9558, cl-
arae@iecok.com or PO Box 49, 
Cleveland, OK 74020 for more 
rebate assistance.

Energy Efficiency Rebate Opportunities Continued from page 3

A Smooth 
Way to Start 
Your Day
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