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YOU WON’T WANT 
TO MISS THIS!

Enter today to win a 
Free trip to Youth 
Tour in Washington 

DC, Cooperative Youth 
Leadership Camp in Col-
orado or Energy Camp in 

Canyon Camp near Hinton,  
Oklahoma.

Attention all high 
school juniors and eighth 
graders in the Indian Electric 
service territory.   IEC is 
making plans to send some 
lucky winners to Washington 
D.C. on Youth Tour and 
others to camps this summer, 
all-expenses paid.  Youth 
Tour and Energy Camp 
are IEC’s annual programs 
designed to promote 
leadership, knowledge of 
electric cooperatives and 
government.   The contests 
selecting these winners 
will end at noon Thursday,  
February 9, 2012 at the IEC 
office in Cleveland.  
Youth Tour to 
Washington, DC

High School juniors 
attending school in the Indian 
Electric service territory are 
invited to research the topic 

“Electric Cooperatives”, then 
write and present a 500-
1000 word essay, or, create 
a 3-5 minute DVD video 
promoting the topic.

The creative entry 
must include an explanation 
of an electric cooperative’s 
structure and business.  A 
panel of judges will select 
four finalists to present their 
entries at the Youth Tour 
banquet in March.  Two 
presenters will win the trips 
to Washington D.C.  The 
Youth Tour travel dates are 
June 15-21, 2012.  

Colorado Cooperative 
Youth Leadership Camp 
(CYLC) trips are awarded to 
the two Youth Tour runners-
up.  CYLC will take place 
July 14-20, 2012. 
Energy Camp

Eighth grade students 
attending school in the Indian 
Electric service territory are 
invited to choose a writing 
partner from their class 
and compose a 100-300 
word essay on the topic: 
“Electric Cooperatives”. The 
creative entry must include 
an explanation of an electric 
cooperative’s structure and 
business.  Two writing teams 
will be selected to attend 

Energy Camp May 29 – June 
1, 2012 at Canyon Camp near 
Hinton, Oklahoma. 

The program’s 
rules, entry form along with 
resource information, are 
available online at  
wwww.iecok.com. Area 
School English teachers, 
principals or superintendents 
will also be offered this 
information.  Clara Eulert, 
IEC YT program coordinator 
is available 7:30 – 4:00 
Monday – Friday at  
clarae@iecok.com or (918) 
295-9558. ◊
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Co-op Power:  Reliable, 
Affordable, and 
Environmentally 
Responsible
At Indian Electric Cooperative (IEC), we have three top priorities: pro-
vide you safe, reliable access to electric power; offer that service as af-
fordably as possible; and do both of those things in a fiscally and envi-
ronmentally responsible fashion.

Because IEC is a not-for-profit—which means 
your money stays local; we don’t have to worry 
about distant shareholders—we are well-po-

sitioned to make any necessary investments for ensur-
ing safe, reliable, and affordable electricity. However, 
fulfilling our commitment to environmental stewardship 
in a fiscally responsible manner has become more chal-
lenging. Today, many environmental laws that were 
adopted by Congress decades ago are being used by 
federal agencies and the courts to address issues for 
which they were never intended. 

For example, the federal Clean Air Act is 
now 40 years old and was last amended in 1990—
more than two decades ago. Much has changed in 
the intervening years, including technology, our 
understanding of the environment, and the electric 
utility industry. 

Today, officials with the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency―often under court order—
are trying to modify the Clean Air Act to fit new 
circumstances. Without a doubt, new EPA rules being 
issued will wind up back in the courts―and lengthy 
litigation will ensue.

Reasonable people can and will disagree 
over how to find a balance between protecting the 

environment , guaranteeing a reliable supply of power, 
and keeping electric bills affordable. Under the right 
circumstances, Congress eventually will have to revisit 
the Clean Air Act and update it to fit the needs of the 21st 
century. In the meantime, IEC will keep you updated 
on our efforts to encourage lawmakers and regulators to 
strike the proper balance on these concerns. ◊
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Electricity prices remain stable

Compared to other types of home heating fuel, electricity prices 
have remained the most stable over the past 10 years. This 
graph shows the average annual price increase from 2000 to 
2010 for each fuel type.

Source: U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA) September 2011 data
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Cooperatives Are 
the Fabric of Your 
Community

Last year, the U.S. Senate―
building off similar ac-
tion by the United 

Nations General 
Assembly―des-
ignated 2012 as 
International Year 
of Cooperatives. As 
a result, cooperatives every-
where are celebrating our unique 
not-for-profit, member-owned and 
-controlled business model.

By reading The Lamp, 
you know (IEC) Indian Electric 
is an electric cooperative—as a 
result, you and everyone else who 
receives electric service from us is  
a member, not a customer. Because 
you and your fellow members 
govern how IEC operates, our top 
priority remains providing safe 
and reliable service and keeping 
your electric bills affordable. 
Local control also means we’re 
in the business of improving the 
quality of life in the communities 
we serve, from offering youth 
activities to advice on how you can 
make your home 
or business more 
energy efficient. 

Electric co-ops are just 
one type of cooperative operating 
in America. Dairy cooperatives 
produce nearly 90 percent of our 
nations’ milk. Credit unions? 
They’re cooperatives, too, with 
more than 8,000 across the country 
serving 91 million members. 
You can also find housing, 
hardware, and even funeral co-ops 
throughout the U.S.

Some agricultural 
marketing cooperatives have 
become household names: Sunkist, 
Ocean Spray, and Blue Diamond 
Almonds for example. 

Together, all of us are a 

key part of our local economy. We 
provide good jobs to folks who 

live right here―your 
neighbors and 
friends. We deliver 
goods and services 

that keep our 
communities humming. 

We’re happy to lend a hand 
when we’re able, and we enjoy 

being involved with schools and 
community organizations.

At IEC we return any 
excess profits, called margins, to 
you in the form of capital credits. 
That money is reinvested locally—
perhaps at a grocery store or other 
retail outlet, further helping the 
local economy.	

While not a new concept― 
Benjamin Franklin started the 
first cooperative, the Philadelphia 
Contributionship for the Insurance 
of Houses from Loss by Fire, in 
1752 (it still operates today!)―
the cooperative form of business 
continues as an integral part of our 
lives each day. ◊

If you’ve read The Lamp, then you know (IEC) Indian Electric is an electric 
cooperative—as a result, you and everyone else who receives electric service 
from us is  a member, not a customer.
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monthly by Indian Electric Coopera-
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Recipe:Baked Cinnamon and Raisin Apples
4 apples
2 tbs sugar
1 - 2 tsp ground cinnamon
2 tbs butter or margarine
good 1/3 cup raisins, lightly chopped

Heat the oven to 400°. Scrub and split the apples. Remove the seeds and put the 
apple halves in a greased oven-proof dish. Mix sugar, cinnamon, butter and raisins 
and divide this filling in the apple halves. Also put a thin layer on the cut side. Put in 
the oven and bake for about 20 minutes or until soft and lightly colored. Serve warm 
or lukewarm with vanilla sauce or whipped cream.

Recommended Insulation Levels    New, Wood-Framed Homes

Source: U.S. Department of Energy CE-0180 2008 Insulation Fact Sheet
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How Insulated are You?


