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ENERGY EFFICIENCY

TIPS

OF THE MONTH

Are you using your fireplace
efficiently? Remember to
turn down the thermostat
when burning a fire,

and close the damper

when a fire is not burning.
Source: Energy.gov

“To move forward, you have to give
back.”

This quote from Oprah Winfrey reflects
the special bond and obligation that ties
Indian Electric Cooperative to the commu-
nities we serve. With Valentine’s Day ap-
proaching, we can'’t think of a better time to
express how much we love our communities
and serving you, the members of the co-op.

We know when we helped to bring elec-
tricity to rural Oklahoma more than 80
years ago, the quality of life improved for all.
Through the years, other issues needed to
be tackled, and we have been at the fore-
front of helping to address some of those
issues. We want to help meet the long-term
needs of communities in our service area to
ensure it continues to thrive — because just
like you, we live here too.

While our top priority is to provide safe, re-
liable and affordable energy to you, equally
important is our mission to enrich the lives
of the members (that’s you!) that we serve.
This focus to benefit the larger community is
central to the way we operate as a coopera-
tive. Indian Electric Co-op knows that elec-
tricity is a critical need for modern-day life,

but it takes more than poles and power lines
to make a community.

Over time, our co-op has evolved to meet
the changing needs of our communities,
thereby improving the quality of life for ev-
eryone. And that can mean many different
things — programs for area youth, such as
the Electric Cooperative Youth Tour, where
we take our community’s brightest young
people to Washington, D.C. for a week-long
immersion to experience democracy in ac-
tion; or organizing angel trees and contrib-
uting to Operation Round-up®, a program
that helps families in need. And it means
partnering with schools and organizations to
support other worthy programs. We couldn’t
do any of this without you, our members.

We all benefit from these programs be-
cause of you and your neighbors. You em-
power I[EC through your membership and
through your participation in and support of
these programs.

As a local business, we are proud to
power your life and bring good things to our
communities. We hope you will continue to
guide our efforts by sharing your perspective
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Considering Solar? We’re Here To Help

Today’s members want
and expect options, includ-
ing the type of energy pow-
ering their homes. Many
homeowners are looking
at ongoing energy savings.
Some are looking for a
green energy source. These
two motives are why many
homeowners are exploring
solar panels.

The interest in alternative
energy sources is also being
fueled by decreasing costs
for solar, the availability of
financial incentives and the
proliferation of companies
offering solar panel installa-
tion.

However, as attractive
and popular as solar may
appear, it is important for
members to fully understand
its true costs, the operational
reality of this form of energy
and actual energy savings.
To determine whether solar
is right for their situation,

SIS.

SOLAR ENERGY is radiant light and heat
from the Sun that is harnessed using a range of ev-
er-evolving technologies such as solar heating, pho-
tovoltaics, solar thermal energy, solar architecture,
molten salt power plants and artificial photosynthe-

homeowners must perform
their due diligence.

We’re here to help.

As your trusted energy
advisor, Indian Electric Co-
operative (IEC) can offer a

candid assessment of your
specific situation. After all,
IEC has a different “bottom
line” that is not directly tied
to the sale of a product or
service. We constantly strive

day” at Cleveland Middle School. Above, Jeff Pollard
uses a simplified technical illustration to explain how
neighborhood homes get electricity. At right, IEC’s
Clara Eulert stresses the importance of being efficient
and friendly when dealing with customer service — a
lesson that goes a long way for any type of business.
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to find new ways to help you
use energy more efficiently.

IEC is seeking to keep
pace with the changing
energy environment and
evolving technology. We
are exploring more options
that will help you manage
your energy use such as our
energy efficient rebate pro-
gram. We take a more holis-
tic, objective view of how to
achieve energy savings.

When assessing solar op-
tions, it is an excellent time
to examine other potential
energy efficiency improve-
ments for your home. For
example, it may make sense
to insulate the attic or re-
place that old HVAC unit.

IEC  recognizes that
members’ interest in green
energy sources and renew-
ables is at an all-time high,
and we stand ready to help
our members determine
their best options.

LOVE FOR
COMMUNITY

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

we plan for the future. The
energy landscape is un-
dergoing dramatic change
fueled by evolving tech-
nology and consumer
desires for more options.
While the larger environ-
ment in which we operate
is constantly changing, one
thing remains the same.
By working together, I'm
certain that we can con-
tinue to do good things in
Cleveland, Fairfax and the
surrounding area.
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CMS Micro Society In Its Fifth Year
HOME (S WHERE THE HEART ]

The bank is in charge of
approving business loans,
cashing checks, exchanging
Tiger Valley money, and

Speaking of ‘love for
community’ (see page 1
story), five years ago, Cleve-
land Middle School imple-
mented a program to help
show students what it takes
to make a community work.
The Tiger Valley Micro Soci-
ety covers many aspects of
community such as running
a government, banking, the
court system and police,
paying taxes, buying sup-
plies, developing and run-
ning a business, or being an
employee.

The orderly running of Ti-
ger Valley starts in the gov-
ernment where students are
learning to communicate
with citizens to find out their
concerns and make laws
that positively impact their
society.

The court system and
police officers are learning
what it means to uphold
those laws and how to im-
plement them through the
perspective to keep peace in
the community as a whole.

Economic development

begins with the central bank.

(2019 photos)
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Tiger Valley weekly broduction includes such retail items such as bath bobs, lip balm, slime aﬁd fresh brewed coffee.

establishing “criteria for al-
lowing citizens to take out
personal loans.

Business owners are re-

B & B Stress Balls, a former Tiger Valley business, prepare
for market as Ryan Bartley, Cody Jones and Connor Miller

inventory product.

|
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quired to put together busi-
ness plans describing what
their goals are and to estab-
lish a startup budget to re-
quest from the bank. Once
funded, the owners can be-
gin ordering supplies, hiring
employees, and setting up
a store in the marketplace.
Students learn the steps to
applying for a job and fol-
lowing up the hiring process
with a good work ethic, dili-
gence, and responsibility.

“We are thankful for all
the life skills our Middle
school students are learning
while they are in Tiger Val-
ley,” said CMS counselor
Shelly Buller, who heads up
the Tiger Valley program.
“We Dbelieve the students
will be able to look back and
see what a difference it has
made in their lives and be
thankful as well.”

Both Mrs. Buller and the
CMS Tiger Valley program
have been recognized for
standout performance na-
tionally by the official Mi-
croSociety organization.




When it comes to dessert, it’s hard to
beat chocolate as the main ingredient for
dishes of all kinds. Add a twist to your next
treat with the sweet taste of caramel in this
Chocolate Caramel Pie.

Find more dessert recipes at Culinary.

net.
‘@‘H’oé@AT‘E
CRAVIEL RIE

4

1 package (15 ounces) pie crust

Filling:
24 caramels, unwrapped
1/3 cup water
2/3 cup brown sugar
2/3 cup sour cream
1  teaspoon vanilla extract
2  eggs, beaten
1/2 cup walnuts, chopped
1/3 cup grated sweet baking chocolate,
divided

Topping:
1 cup white chocolate chip morsels
1/4 cup milk
1 cup whipping cream
2 tablespoons grated sweet baking choc-
olate
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ISweets Chocolatyh
‘Dessert.,

Heat oven to 450 E Prepare pie crust in
9-inch glass pie dish. Bake 8-9 minutes, or
until lightly brown.

To make filling: In medium bowl, com-
bine caramels and water. Melt in micro-
wave, stirring frequently. Stir in brown
sugar, sour cream, vanilla extract, eggs and
walnuts.

Reduce oven to 350 E Pour filling into
cooled pie shell. Return to oven. Bake 30-
40 minutes, or until edges of filling are set.

Cool 15 minutes. Sprinkle 3/4 cup
grated chocolate over pie. Refrigerate 2
hours.

To make topping: In small glass bowl,
combine white chocolate morsels and milk.
Melt in microwave, stirring frequently. Set
aside.

In small bowl, beat whipping cream until
peaks form. Fold in melted white chocolate
mixture. Spread over cooled filling. Sprin-
kle with remaining grated chocolate.

Refrigerate until ready to serve.
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