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April Showers Needed Here —

main source of water — was 11 feet be-
low normal at its worse. However, ample
rain and run-off waters pushed the lake
to overflowing before the high usage
months of summer arrived.

The scare, however, prompted Cleve-
land City Manager Elzie Smith to de- = |
velop a plan for future water shortage
scares. The Municipal Water Conserva-
tion Plan provides for steps to institute
water conservation policies during times
of drought and/or water shortage. Such
steps range warnings to critical, from
public awareness notices to increasing
water rates and instituting specific alter-
nating outdoor watering times.

In addition, Cleveland took the initia-
tive to drill a water well just last month in hopes of finding
underground water suitable for pumping that would add to
the City Lake’s intake, especially should the supply from Lone
Chimney continue to be critical.

In mid-March the Cleveland City Lake was about 7 feet
below normal, but the City’s conservation plan was not yet
kicked-in due to the time of year not being as demanding on
water. Should the same conditions exist in summer months,
the city’s Water Conservation Plan would kick in with some
type of warning to consumers, be it “conserve” or “only water
outside on certain days,” etc.

Other IEC neighbors aren’t facing such severe water difficul-
ties.

In Mannford, City Manager Mike Nunley explained that its
city lake is spring fed
and has continued to
provide a non-stop am-
ple supply of water. He
said the lake is 60-feet
deep at its intake level.
Nunley noted last sum-
mer was ranked as the
highest usage of water
in Mannford and the
water supply held up
without any problems.
He said any drop in the
lake level has not been
significant. “T only wish
there was a way for us
to help others in need,
he said.

The Fairfax city lake
is about 5 to 6 feet be-
low normal, but City
Clerk Raeann Smith
said no rationing ef-
forts are being made
yet. She said the com-
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Lone Chimney Lake’s tower reveals the
lake’s low level.
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PERCENTAGE OF NORMAL RAINFALL. The map
above depicts the percentage of normal rainfall for the 365 days be-
tween March 14, 2012 and March 14, 2013, clearly showing the ma-
jority of Pawnee and Noble Counties received only 40 to 60 percent
of its normal rainfall, while the majority of Oklahoma received 60 to
80 percent. OKLAHOMA CLIMATOLOGICAL SURVEY

munity has counted on a good hard rain and ground water
run-off to keep the lake at sufficient levels and they are hoping
such a method will continue to be sufficient. If not, however,
she said considerations would have to be made to promote wa-
ter conservation.

And in Hominy, City Manager Tex Bayouth said there has
not yet been a need to ration the water supply there. He said
they are checking into the possibility of drilling a water well to
supplement the water from the Hominy City Lake. He said if
the lake continues to be below normal levels, volunteer ration-
ing is possible as the summer months near. He said two large
water tanks located on a hill overlooking the community hold
over a million gallons of water with about half of that being
used daily.

Telling reporters in January that Lone Chimney Lake had
four feet of water left, Operations Manager Paul Kinder said
the emergency situation “worries us very much?”

County commissioners declared a “state of emergency” in
January due to the Lone Chimney situation and clearing the
way for possible help from state and federal agencies. On the
brighter side for Lone Chimney, however, is an arrangement
to connect to Stillwater’s water system. The $3.3 million proj-
ect is well underway, even ahead of schedule as last reported,
but not expected to be completed until summer. The new line,
however, will not be able to connect to all of Lone Chimney’s
customers.

While there may be no proof that April is THE month that
pours the most rain, Oklahoma Climatological Survey’s Gary
McManus confirmed rainfall peeks in Oklahoma between
April and mid-June. And that’s a tradition many in the IEC
neighborhood are hoping to see continue.

Visit climate.ok.gov for a wealth of information, tables and
charts about drought, rain and other weather conditions in
Oklahoma.
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e Flag Waves Is:oﬁdly

After assisting last fall with the installation

s

“Downtown Development Project” that got un-

of a new 80-foot flag pole in downtown Cleve-
land, in March IEC crews helped complete the
most recent project of the Cleveland Chamber
of Commerce by installing a light to shine over
. the huge American flag at night and by being
% the first to hoist the flag to its perch overlook-
ing Cleveland from the corner of Broadway and

derway last summer. Other beautification ef-
forts have included planting crepe myrtle trees
along the downtown sidewalks and improving
the flowering planters. Future “hopes” for the
project include new “old fashioned” street lamps
and painted murals. The Cleveland Chamber of
Commerce expressed its appreciation to IEC for

Pawnee Streets.

The flag installation is part of the Chamber’s

the ongoing assistance IEC gives to its commu-
nity improvement projects.

Energy Efficiency
Teta of the MMonth

* Appliances account for about 13 percent of your
home’s energy use. If they have energy-saving set-
tings, use them! If they’re nearing voting age, consid-
er replacing them with a new, energy-efficient model.
And remember to try smart
power strips for smaller ap-
pliances and electronics that
continue to draw power
even when turned off.

For more tips,
visit EnergySavers.gov.

* Keep energy
efficiency in mind
as the ground
thaws and you plan §
spring landscaping. ;
Properly selected
and planted trees,
shrubs, and bushes
can create a wind-
break that lowers
home heating bills
in the winter and
insulates your home
year-round.

Before you start, check on the right plants and tech-
niques for your climate at EnergySavers.gov.

Source: U.S. Department of Energy
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Sharing Hometown Recipes, Cooking Tips and Coupons

By Janet Tharpe

Dulce de Leche Cookies Delight the Senses

=

“These are
the most
delicious
cookies |

have ever

Dulcé de leche, a caramel-like mixture made
made!”

of milk and sugar, is positively divine on

everything sweet from ice cream to fresh fruit.

Home Cook Pat Morris spreads this luscious
confection between butter cookies and tops them
with a dusting of delicate powdered sugar...you’ll
delight in every bite!

See step-by-step photos of Morris’s recipe plus
thousands more from other home cooks at:

Pat Moris

www.justapinch.com/dulce
You’ll also find a meal planner, coupons and
Augusta, GA I . e
(pop. 608,898)  chances to win! Enjoy and remember, use “just a
pinch”...
Dulce de Leche Q - Yanet
r. Cookies e
What You Need

|

2 ¢ all-purpose flour

1/4 tsp salt

1 ¢ (2 sticks) unsalted butter at
room temp

1/2 ¢ confectioners sugar

1 tsp pure vanilla extract

1 can sweetened condensed
milk

1 pinch Kosher salt

a lightly floured 1-1/2 or 2-inch
round cookie cutter, cut dough.
Place cookies on baking sheets
and chill in fridge for 15 min.

e Bake 7-10 minutes until edges of
cookies are light brown. Cool.

e For filling, empty can of
sweetened condensed milk into
oven-proof dish and sprinkle with
kosher salt. Tightly cover w/ foil.

e Place dish in a larger roasting pan

\
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|
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Directions |
and fill with water until it reaches |
|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

* In a medium bowl whisk flour
and salt. In a larger bowl cream
butter and sugar. Beat in vanilla.

* Gently beat in flour mixture
just until incorporated. Flatten
dough into disk, wrap in plastic
wrap, and chill 1 hr.

* Preheat oven to 350 degrees F
with rack in middle. Line two
baking sheets with parchment.

* On a lightly floured surface,
roll dough 1/4 inch thick. Using

Submitted by: Pat Morris, Augusta, GA (pop. 608,898)

three quarters of the way up the
covered dish. Bake at 425 degrees
F for 2-1/2 to 3 hours, refilling
water every 30 min. Dulce de
leche is ready when it looks like
caramel. Remove from oven,
whisk, and.let cool completely.
e Spread filling on flat side
of cookie, then top with
another cookie Sprinkle with
confectioners’ sugar.

\ www.justapinch.com/dulce /
N — e —
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simple ways
a little
ectricity

can
brighten
vyour life

Light it up.

Backlighting your deck’s stair
risers is an unusual way to put
exterior safety lighting where it's
needed. Simple cutouts in the
risers in any pattern that suits you
can yield a delightful decorative
element while keeping you out
of the dark, as shown above in
a picture from Peter Jeswald’s
book, “Deck Ideas That Work.”

Don’t make lighting the deck
an afterthought. Effective lighting
will increase the enjoyment you'll
get from the deck. And lighting
your deck will keep the view to
the yard all the more enjoyable
by eliminating the “black mirror”
effect on windows when it's dark
outside and all lit up inside.

Considerations for deck light-
ing include ambient light created
by the bounce of light off exterior
walls and surfaces, shadowing
to highlight interesting shapes by
shining the light on the object so
its shadow is cast on a nearby
surface or silhouetting by casting
light down from a high spotin a
tree.
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